
	  	  
	  

A visionary project 

Aro Ha Retreat is an exciting story of 
innovation in wellness and energy 
management.  Recently opened at a 
glorious location at Wyuna, near 
Glenorchy in the Central Lakes region, 
this $17m development caters to the 
growing demand for high-end 
wellness experiences.  

The brainchild of Damian Chaparro 
and businessman Chris Madison, Aro 
Ha is a truly unique property with 
outbuildings spread in clusters 
across a large 6ha site, with a holistic 
approach to wellness delivery at its 
core.  This approach entails the 
deployment of a host of sustainable 
energy technologies, including PV 
panels and a micro hydro station to 
generate power, solar water heating 
panels and a 120kW wide-body KOB 
Pyromat ECO gasification boiler. 

 
120kW KOB Pyromat ECO (wide 
body) 
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Spark Energy markets and installs high-efficiency wood boilers and supplies fuel-grade wood chips to commercial heat users throughout 
New Zealand.  To find out more about how we can help you reduce your heating costs and enhance your environmental footprint, contact 
Spark Energy via email info@sparkenergy.co.nz, on the web www.sparkenergy.co.nz or dial our office on 03 428 2992 (021 766 110 A/H). 
	  

In addition, a massive hopper 
allows for using 1m long logs with a 
top-loading design making for ease 
of use on a day-to-day basis. 

 

Aro Ha House boiler house 

Thumbs up from Peak 
Plumbing 

Steve Jarvis, Principal of Peak 
Plumbing, who installed the KOB 
boiler as part of a broader 
mechanical contract at the site, was 
most enthusiastic about the boiler.  
He said: “The system was easy to 
install, robustly built and extremely 
simple to operate; I never realized 
wood heating could be this simple 
yet still so smart in terms of 
convenience and efficiency”. 

 

Project partners and boiler plant specifications 

Main contractor Triplestar Management 

Mechanical engineering E-cubed Workshop, Wellington 

Mechanical contractor Peak Plumbing, Queenstown 

Boiler plant and equipment Spark Energy 

Boiler type  KOB Pyromat ECO log boiler 120kW 

Boiler fuel  Split seasoned logs (up to 1m long), scrap wood 

Primary buffer tank Huch 6,000 litres, with two 9kW booster elements 

Secondary buffer tank Huch 2,000 litres with charging coil 

 

District heating in paradise 

The scheme, designed bottom-up as 
a district heating scheme (e.g. using 
a single heat source to generate 
thermal energy used by a number of 
separate properties, linked via a 
“wet” heat distribution system) is 
innovative for the New Zealand 
market, yet long proven in other 
markets. 

This heating design approach 
particularly suits greenfields sites 
where the distribution pipework can 
be elegantly integrated into the 
property.  It is anticipated that during 
summer most thermal energy 
requirements can be met by the 
solar panels with the wood boiler 
fulfilling the role of principal heat 
source during the winter months.   

Pyromat ECO, a winner in log 
firing 

Key points of difference for the KOB 
Pyromat ECO boiler include its high 
output (up to 170kW in the range), 
ability to use range of oddly sized 
wood material, pre-installed return 
riser group (pump and mixing valve) 
and flexible controls package. 


